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Principal’s Message 

Part of the intermediate education approach is for students 
to be able to experience a wide range of opportunities 
before moving on to secondary school and eventually having 
to specialize their educational pathways. Ponsonby 
Intermediate offers a huge breadth of educational 
experiences. The students will tell you that at the moment 
the Daily Notices are 2-4 pages long and often there are over 
20 different meetings, practices and activities on any one 
day. 
I want the students to be busy and engaged – Research tells 
us that students involved in extra-curricular activities also 
excel academically. Please continue to encourage your child 
to get involved and make the most of their Ponsonby 
experience, you are only here for a short time! 
This school has always had a “top of the cliff” approach 
towards bullying. Next week is National Bully Free Week; 
naturally we will be embracing this with exciting activities on 
every day. The Friday is National Pink Shirt Day. Being part of 
a national movement towards positive change is such a 
powerful feeling, so don’t be surprised when your child picks 
out pink shirts and ties for mum and dad to wear on Friday... 
you have been warned! 
https://www.pinkshirtday.org.nz 
 
 
Regards, 
 
Nick Wilson 

Principal 

https://www.pinkshirtday.org.nz/
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Eco Warriors’ Trip to Sustainable Coastlines 

Our Ponsonby Eco Warriors had the pleasure of being invited to the Flagship Education 
Centre down at Wynyard Quarter last Thursday, where a group of volunteers working with 
Sustainable Coastlines inspire people, especially school aged children, to look after their 
coasts and waterways. The Eco Warriors had a fun day consisting of an educational 
presentation, a reusable shopping bag making workshop, and a seed planting workshop. The 
students got to take home a plant to grow and a bag they made. The quiz at the end was 
pretty intense as students were keen to win an awesome drink bottle. 
 

 
 
 

 



3 

Annual Great House Race  

Tomorrow we have the Great House Race taking place on the school field from 11:00am. It is 
basically a whole school relay involving every class completing a separate challenge from an 
activity such as a bucket throw to making a smoothie. Each class has a different challenge 
and they will compete in their class house groups. Parents are welcome to watch from the 
road wall on the field. If it rains, the race will be postponed until later in the term. Here is 
footage from last year’s event: https://tinyurl.com/2017greathouserace  
 

Hui Meeting for our Maori and Pasifika Parents 

Mahi tahi, kia angitu ai – Working together for Success 
23rd May at 5.30pm in the school library. Our agenda includes a review of our strategy, 
progress and achievement to date and planning next steps.   The hui provides the school with 
input and guidance. Letters will be sent out to confirm your attendance. Please contact 
rachelm-s@ponsint.school.nz for more information. 
 

A Message from the Guidance Coordinator 

Next week is Bully Free week. Our Positively Ponsonby representatives will be hosting a few 
events during the week during lunchtimes with ‘Pink Shirt Day’ marking the end of the week. 
It would be great to see students wearing pink t-shirts next Friday!  
We talk at Ponsonby a lot about bullying through our Hauora programme and Health classes, 
students are pretty good at identifying it. Over the week students will discuss strategies on 
what to do and be encouraged to take part in activities and focus on building positive 
relationships.  
 

Positively Ponsonby, which forms part of our Friday morning programme, will focus this term 
on building resilience and what this is, and how to solve conflict.  
If have any concerns about your child, or want to know more please contact rachelm-
s@ponsint.school.nz 
 

Life Education  

Our HEALTH classes are exploring the Big Question - What is bullying (including 
cyberbullying) and how do we deal with bullying at Ponsonby Intermediate if we encounter 
this? Students are involved in discussions to identify bullying, hauora, friendships, explain 
strategies, role plays and watching video clips. 

 

The Life Education Programme begins in Week 3 - Week 8. The class sessions will focus on 
learning about empathy, resilience, choices and decision-making. These topics will support 
the Health activities covered and their knowledge of Hauora - well-being.  

https://tinyurl.com/2017greathouserace
mailto:rachelm-s@ponsint.school.nz
mailto:rachelm-s@ponsint.school.nz
mailto:rachelm-s@ponsint.school.nz
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Camps 2018 

School camp takes place in Term 4 week 1, 16th October to 19th October. 
  
All students will attend camp during these dates at 7 different locations. The camp fee this 
year is set at $250.00. This fee is not due until September 21st but we are letting you know 
now if you would like to pay in instalments leading up to the due date. Please follow the link 
below for online payments; 
  
http://www.ponsonbyintermediate.school.nz/pay-online.html 
  
All information regarding the camp location, gear list, medical forms, parent help information 
etc. will be sent home later in the year. At this stage we are just informing you of when and 
where camp is this year and what the fee is. 
We have a parent Camp Information Meeting on the 28th August at 6pm. We encourage all 
parents to attend this meeting, particularly if you would like to volunteer to help on camp. 
 

Year 7 Camps Year 8 Camps 

  
Piha Mill 
Kim Edwards Rm 30 
Alison Tripp Rm 3 
  
Peter Snell  
Michelle Murray Rm 17 
Chrissie Cullen Rm 6 
Katie Muller Rm 11 
Stephanie Elliott  
  
Hunua Falls Camp 
Angela Lane Rm 22 
Penelope Dunn Rm 23 
Gavin Chester Rm 1 
  
Willow Park  
Paul Curtis  
Georgina Thomas Rm 21 
Cobey Sweetman Rm 20 

  
Camp Bentzon  
Margaret Marsick Rm 15  
Sarah Howie Rm 9 
Brad Mertens Rm 26 
Tricia Orr 
  
Carey Park 
Jody Hart Rm 16 
Jo McCullagh Rm 25 
Paul Rishworth Rm 8 
Angela Langton Rm 12 
Cherie Bolesworth  
  
Marsden Bay 
Katherine Busch Rm 28 
Kelly Richardson Rm 18 
Jess Phillips Rm 13 
Andy Wilson 
Rachel Maitland - Smith 

  

http://www.ponsonbyintermediate.school.nz/pay-online.html
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Helpful tips for parents around Social Media 

 



7 

  

 



8 

Winter Tuck-shop Menu 
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Options, Term 2, 2018 
Below are the options running in Term 2 (Thursday afternoons) 

Multi Sport : Mr Chester - Bball Court 

A quick fire team game involving hockey, soccer, basketball, and 
touch rugby. An opportunity for competition and strategy. 

Chess: Miss Tripp - Interact 
Are you interested in playing one of the most popular games in 
the world? Are you interested in pitting your skills against 
other players? Then the chess option is for you. Players of ALL 
abilities welcome. 

Bucket Drumming: Mr Rishworth: - R8 

Do you have an interest in drumming, percussion AND reusing 
materials to make music? If you said yes to all three, then my 
Bucket Drumming option is for you! Learn many different beats, 
grooves, fills and styles of drumming, all within a fun and 
supportive group environment. But it doesn’t stop there.... 
You’ll be introduced to rudiments, drum notation and marching 
band. Come to a part of the coolest new option at Ponsonby 
Intermediate School. 

Life Skills: Miss Phillips- R17 

Do you know how a good conversation works? Do you know 
how to boil an egg? How about sewing a button back on? 
Come along to Life Skills and we will learn some useful stuff! 

Quick and Easy Pasta recipes: Miss Hart R16 

Pasta, Pasta, Pasta! If you want to learn some fun easy pasta 
recipes and get your Italiano on then this is the choice for you. 
*You will need to bring a few ingredients from home too. Buon 
appetito! 

Kiwiana - Map of NZ: Mrs Murray - R18 

How much do you know about the North and South Island - NZ, 
your Aotearoa? Ideas inspired by NZ artist Jeff Thomson's Map 
of NZ corrugated iron artworks, cows, holden cars, penguins. 
Combine kiwiana designs with the emphasis on symbols, 
patterns and colour! 

Funky Felt & Perfect Pom Poms: Miss Thomas- R21 

Do you want to get your design groove on? Would you like to 
create your own felt decoration? How about making pom pom 
garlands? Come along and discover the art of threading a needle 
and constructing something with your hands! A little bit of calm 
and patience is required... 

Kandinsky inspired abstract art: Mrs Lane- R22 

Do you like abstract art and drawing? This is the option for you! 
We'll be using the inspiration of Kandinsky who used maths 
and music to draw abstract art, using protractors, rulers and 
pastel crayons. Our own masterpieces!  

Girls’ Sport: Mrs Orr - Field 

Keen to get involved and improve some of your ball skills. This 
option is for those keen to try out and develop football skills for 
the School Zone day in Term 2. Other sports will also be 
included. 

Clock Making: Mrs McCullagh- R25 

Are you creative? Do you like making things ? Then come along 
to Room 25 and make a clock. You will design (spend time 
developing your ideas on paper and drafting your prototype), 
create (put the elements together)and decorate your very own 
clock.(The final stage, putting everything together and adding 
your personal touches) 

Contemporary: Mrs Cullen -  Hall/Rm 6 

Students have been preselected for this option 

Film Making: Miss Busch - R28 

Do you love film and television? Do you want to be involved in 
the process, but not in front of the camera? Come and learn 
about the world of film from behind the scenes. Then create 
and present your own film using cameras and video editing 
software. 

Strategy Games: Miss Edwards - R30 

Do you enjoy stategising while trying to beat your friends at a 
game? If so then this could be the option for you. We will learn 
to play Mancala, Set and Rummikub (sorry, no chess) and then 
challenge each other until we find the champion. 

Touch Typing:  Mrs Maitland Smith- HUB 

Come and learn how to type without using the sense of sight to 
find the keys. You will learn the useful skill of Touch Typing 
using Interactive learning games and speed. 

I can Animation: Mr Curtis - R7 

Not quite Weta workshop but .....explore different ways of doing 
animation such as Flip books, digital and claymation stop 
motion. You will get to use software such as 'I can Animate' and 
"Stykz" 

Koruru Carving: Miss Richardson - R18 

Learn about traditional carved Koruru (maori faces). Then 
design and carve your own  
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Boys Sport: Mr Bennie - Field 

Choose this option if you like playing hard out sports. We will be 
playing lots of new and unique games. All you need is a drink 
bottle, your fitness uniform and a 'fairplay attitude'! 

French: Mrs Imbert - R24 

Learn to speak French with an expert. We will also be doing 
French cooking, sports and looking into French culture. 

Yoga (Girls Only) - R26 

Learn Yoga with a professional instructor. Mats, straps, blocks 
etc all provided. Gain an understanding of body awareness, 
improved alignment or posture, strength and stamina. 

Kitchen Science: Mrs Marsick - Library 

If you love Science and you love the opportunity to do 
interesting and sometimes wacky experiments – this Option is 
for you. Kitchen Science is a great way for students to learn 
about Science and the added bonus is that you can then go 
home and share these experiments with your family. We will 
be using Nano Girl’s ‘The Kitchen Science Cookbook’ and some 
of Mrs. Marsick’s well-tested wacky experiments. 

Martial Arts - R6 

Do you want to learn Kempo Karate and Kung-Fu by a master? It 
is a highly effective art that revolves around strong stances and 
utilises both short and long-range hand and foot techniques. 
Including self-defence sets, Karate and Kung-Fu stances, hand 
and foot techniques, leadership traits. 
 

Get your craft on: Mrs Wilson- R2 

If you enjoy craft then this is the option for you. Design and 
create a mosaic bottle. Experiment with Fimo to make 
keychains and necklace pendants.  

Coding 101: Mr Wilson - R19 

Keen to learn more about script coding? We will be looking at 
basic Java, Python and Swift etc learning collaboratively 
together. Are you a Life Long Learner like Mr Andy Wilson? Sign 
up here! 

Lego Stop Motion Film Making: Mrs Dunn - R23 

Using Mrs Dunn's HUGE lego collection including Harry Potter, 
Star Wars, Spiderman, Batman and Bionicle figures we will 
write , create and make stop motion movies. 

Sweetman’s Shoemakers: Mrs Sweetman - R20 

 

Where did you get your shoes? Have you ever wanted to say 
that 'you' made them? Well now you can! This option you will 
involve YOU designing and making your own sandals or slides. 
We will be using a variety of techniques and design processes. 
This is not for the faint hearted! You will need dedication, a 
good eye for design and an ability to follow patterns and design 
layouts.  

Hip-hop: Mrs Muller - Hall / R6 

 

Students have been preselected for this option 

 

 

After School Science Classes  

Flash Bang Science Club 

After school Science classes 7-12 years. Bringing science to life with fun  filled action packed 
technology lessons. Ponsonby starts 30 May 4-5.30 and Ellerslie    starts 31 May 4-5.30. For 
more information: admin@flashbangscienceclub.co.nz  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@flashbangscienceclub.co.nz


11 
 



12 
 



13 

 


